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INTRODUCTION
A. Title
1. Hebrew Title: Shophtim
2. Greek Title: Kritai
3. Latin Title: Judicum
4. English Title
B. Author
C. Date
1. The Dates of the Judges
2. The Date of Composition
D. Place in the Canon
1. Hebrew Bible

2. English Bible

THE BOOK OF JUDGES
by Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum
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E. Historical Setting
1. The State of Israel
2. The Egyptian Historical Background
3. The Canaanite Religion
a. The Canaanite Pantheon
(1) EI
(2) Asherah
(3) Baal
(4) Astarte or Ashtoreth
(5) Anath
b. The Attraction and Danger for Israel
4. The Continuity Between Joshua and Judges
5. The Chronology
F. The Structure
1. The Introduction
2. The Cycles
3. The Appendices
G. Systematic Theology
1. Theology Proper
2. Christology
3. Pneumatology
4. Demonology

5. Hamartiology
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6. Soteriology
7. lIsraelology
H. Purpose
I. Key Verses
J. Judges and the New Testament
K. Theme
[. THE PRELUDE: ISRAEL’S FAILURE TO CONQUER THE LAND - 1:1-3:6
A. The Incomplete Conquest - 1:1-36
1. Judah - 1:1-20
a. The War Against Adoni-Bezek - 1:1-7
b. The War for Jerusalem - 1:8
c. The War for the Judean Territory- 1:9-10
d. The Conquest by Caleb and Othniel - 1:11-15
e. The Migration of the Kenites - 1:16
f. The War for the Cities - 1:17-20
2. Benjamin - 1:21
3. The House of Joseph - 1:22-29
a. The Conquest of Bethel - 1:22-26
b. The Failures of Manasseh - 1:27-28
c. The Failure of Ephraim - 1:29

4. Zebulun - 1:30
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5. Asher-1:31-32
6. Naphtali - 1:33
7. Dan - 1:34-36
B. The Divine Rebuke - 2:1-5
1. The Rebuke - 2:1-3
2. The Response - 2:4-5
C. The Joshua Generation - 2:6-10
D. The Introduction to the Cycles of Apostasy and Deliverance - 2:11 - 3:6
1. The Sin: Idolatry - 2:11-13
2. The Result: The Divine Judgment - 2:14-15
3. The Deliverance: By the Judges - 2:16-18
4. The Reversion to Idolatry - 2:19
5. The Result: The Wrath of God - 2:20a
6. The Means: The Canaanites and Other Nations - 2:20b - 3:6
II. THE TWELVE CYCLES - 3:7-16:31
A. The First Cycle: Othniel - 3:7-11
1. The Sin - 3:7
2. The Oppression: Cushan-Rishathaim of Mesopotamia - 3:8
3. The Cry - 3:9a
4. The Deliverance - 3:9b-10

5. The Rest - 3:11
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B. The Second Cycle: Ehud - 3:12-30
1. The Sin-3:12a
2. The Oppression: Eglon of Moab - 3:12b-14
3. The Cry-3:15a
4. The Deliverance - 3:15b-29
a. The Assassination of Eglon - 3:15b-26
b. The Defeat of Moab - 3:27-29
5. The Rest - 3:30
C. The Third Cycle: Shamgar - 3:31
D. The Fourth Cycle: Barak and Deborah - 4:1 - 5:31
1. The Sin - 4:1
2. The Oppression: Jabin the King of Hazor - 4:2
3. The Cry-4:3
4. The Deliverance - 4:4-24
a. The Calling of Deborah and Barak - 4:4-10
b. The Movement of Heber the Kenite - 4:11
c. The Defeat of the Canaanites - 4:12-16
d. The Flight and Death of Sisera - 4:17-22

e. The Defeat of Jabin - 4:23-24
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5. The Song of Deliverance - 5:1-31a
a. The Singers - 5:1
b. The First Stanza: The Praising of God - 5:2-3
c. The Second Stanza: Jehovah - The Commander in Chief - 5:4-5
d. The Third Stanza: The Emergence of Deborah - 5:6-8
e. The Fourth Stanza: The Praise of God - 5:9-11
f. The Fifth Stanza: The Response of the Tribes - 5:12-18
g. The Sixth Stanza: The Defeat of the Canaanites - 5:19-23
h. The Seventh Stanza: The Praise of Jael - 5:24-27
i.  The Eighth Stanza: The Mother of Sisera - 5:28-30
j- The Ninth Stanza: The Conclusion - 5:31a
6. The Rest - 5:31b
E. The Fifth Cycle: Gideon - 6:1 - 9:57
1. The Sin- 6:1a
2. The Oppression: The Midianites - 6:1b-6
3. The Cry and the Prophetic Response - 6:7-10
4. The Deliverance - 6:11 - 8:21
a. The Call of Gideon - 6:11-24
b. The Destruction of the Altar of Baal - 6:25-32
(1) The Destruction - 6:25-27
(2) The Response - 6:28-32
c. The Call to Arms - 6:33-35

d. The Sign of the Fleece - 6:36-40
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p.

qg.

The Division of the Armies - 7:1

The Reduction of Gideon’s Army - 7:2-8

(1) The First Reduction - 7:2-3

(2) The Second Reduction - 7:4-6

(3) The Three Hundred - 7:7-8

The Spying Out of the Midianite Camp - 7:9-14
The Preparation for War - 7:15-18

The Attack on Midian - 7:19-23

The Call of Ephraim - 7:24-25

The Complaint of Ephraim - 8:1-3

The Mockery of Succoth - 8:4-7

. The Mockery of Peniel - 8:8-9

The Capture of Zebah and Zalmunna - 8:10-12
The Punishment of Succoth - 8:13-16
The Punishment of Peniel - 8:17

The Execution Zebah and Zalmunna - 8:18-21

5. The Rest and the Judgeship of Gideon - 8:22-32

The Rejection of Kingship - 8:22-23
Gideon’s Ephod - 8:24-27
The Rest - 8:28

The Judgeship of Gideon - 8:29-32
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6. The Dictatorship of Abimelech - 8:33 - 9:57

a.

b.

g.

The Prelude to Abimelech - 8:33-35
The Conspiracy of Abimelech - 9:1-6
The Parable of Jotham - 9:7-21

The Conflict of Shechem - 9:22-25

The Challenge of Gaal - 9:26-41

(1) The Defiance of Gaal - 9:26-29

(2) The Report to Abimelech - 9:30-33
(3) The Defeat of Gaal - 9:34-41

The Destruction of Shechem - 9:42-49

The Death of Abimelech - 9:50-57

F. The Sixth Cycle: Tola - 10:1-2

G. The Seventh Cycle: Jair - 10:3-5

H. The Eighth Cycle: Jephthah - 10:6 - 12:7

1. The Sin- 10:6

2. The Oppression: The Ammonites - 10:7-9

3. The Cry and the Divine Response - 10:10-16

4. The Deliverance - 10:17 - 11:33

a.

The Occasion - 10:17-18

b. The Rejection of Jephthah - 11:1-3

C.

The Call of Jephthah - 11:4-11
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d. The Negotiations with the Ammonites - 11:12-28
(1) The First Message of Jephthah - 11:12
(2) The Ammonite Response - 11:13
(3) The Second Message of Jephthah - 11:14-27
(4) The Ammonite Response - 11:28
e. Jephthah’s Vow and the Defeat of the Ammonites - 11:29-33
5. The Fulfillment of the Vow - 11:34-40
6. The War with Ephraim - 12:1-6
7. The Judgeship of Jephthah - 12:7
I. The Ninth Cycle: Ibzan - 12:8-10
J. The Tenth Cycle: Elon - 12:11-12
K. The Eleventh Cycle: Abdon - 12:13-15
L. The Twelfth Cycle: Samson - 13:1 - 16:31
1. The Sin-13:1a
2. The Oppression: The Philistines - 13:1b
3. The Deliverance - 13:2 - 15:19
a. The Birth of Samson - 13:2-25
(1) The Angel of Jehovah and the Wife - 13:2-7
(2) The Angel of Jehovah and Manoah - 13:8-14
(3) The Disappearance of the Angel of Jehovah - 13:15-20
(4) The Response of Manoah and His Wife - 13:21-23

(5) The Fulfillment of the Promise - 13:24-25
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b. The Marriage of Samson - 14:1-20
(1) Samson’s Desire - 14:1-4
(2) The Lion and the Honey - 14:5-9
(3) The Wedding and the Riddle - 14:10-20
c. The Destruction of the Philistine Crops - 15:1-8
d. The Battle of Lehi - 15:9-19
(1) The Binding of Samson - 15:9-13
(2) The Battle - 15:14-17
(3) The Thirst of Samson - 15:18-19
4. The Judgeship of Samson - 15:20
5. Samson and the Gates of Gaza - 16:1-3
6. Samson and Delilah - 16:4-22
a. The Plot - 16:4-5
b. The First Attempt - 16:6-9
c. The Second Attempt - 16:10-12
d. The Third Attempt - 16:13-14
e. The Fourth Attempt - 16:15-17
f. The Capture of Samson - 16:18-22
7. The Death of Samson - 16:23-31a
a. The Philistine Feast - 16:23-25a
b. Samson’s Vengeance - 16:25b-30
c. The Burial of Samson - 16:31a

8. The Judgeship of Samson - 16:31b
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[II. THE APPENDICES - 17:1 - 21:25
A. The First Appendix: Micah’s Levite and the Migration of Dan - 17:1 - 18:31
1. Micah and the Levite - 17:1-13
a. Micah and His Idol - 17:1-6
b. Micah and His Priest - 17:7-13
2. The Migration of Dan - 18:1-31
a. The Danite Scouts - 18:1-10
(1) The Mission - 18:1-2a
(2) The Encounter With the Levite - 18:2b-6
(3) The Success of the Mission - 18:7-10
b. The Migration - 18:11-13
c. The Hiring of the Levite - 18:14-20
d. The Response of Micah - 18:21-26
e. The Danite Conquest - 18:27-31
B. The Second Appendix: The Benjaminite War - 19:1 - 21:25
1. The Levite and His Concubine - 19:1-30
a. The Conflict and Reconciliation - 19:1-10a
b. The Journey to Gibeah of Benjamin - 19:10b-15
c. The Problem of Hospitality - 19:16-21
d. The Rape of the Concubine - 19:22-26

e. The Response of the Levite - 19:27-30
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2. The Tribal War Against Benjamin - 20:1-48
a. The Levite’s Explanation - 20:1-7
b. The Call to Arms - 20:8-11
c. The Call to Benjamin - 20:12-13
d. The Preparation for War - 20:14-17
e. The First Battle - 20:18-21
f. The Second Battle - 20:22-25
g. The Third Battle - 20:26-48
(1) The Inquiry - 20:26-28
(2) The Battle - 20:29-35
(3) The Destruction of the City of Gibeah - 20:36-40
(4) The Flight and the Pursuit of the Benjaminites - 20:41-48
3. The Wives for Benjamin - 21:1-24
a. The Recognition of the Crisis - 21:1-7
b. The First Stage: Jabesh-Gilead - 21:8-15
(1) The Destruction of Jabesh-Gilead - 21:8-11
(2) The Wives from Jabesh-Gilead - 21:12-15
c. The Second Stage: Shiloh - 21:16-24
4. The Theme - 21:25

C. The Third Appendix: The Book of Ruth
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